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Review of studies on the occurrence probability of freak waves
based on the field data

WANG Yao, ZHENG Jin-hai, TAO Ai-feng, CHEN Bo-tao
(Key Laboratory of Coastal Disaster and Defence , Ministry of Education, College of Harbor Coastal and
Offshore Engineering,, Hohai University, Nanjing 210098, China)

Abstract In this paper, studies on the occurrence probability of freak waves based on the field data were reviewed. The field
data and the corresponding characteristics of freak waves were compared and analyzed at first. Then, the progress of the
studies on the occurrence probability of freak waves was commented, and the common questions in this area such as the
disunity of the definition of freak waves were pointed out. At last, some ideas and suggestions were proposed for further study.
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